Ms. Carla Kurt – English

Outline Model for the Persuasive Essay

A persuasive essay in used to present the writer’s position or opinion on a particular topic.  Its purpose is to persuade the audience to agree with the writer’s position.  In order to accomplish this purpose, the writer must provide certain specific and clear information:  This information is outlined in the model below.

· The situation

· The position or opinion

· Clear reasons that support the position or opinion

· Specific examples to illustrate and explain the reasons
Introduction

	Introduce the situation.  The situation will often be provided in an essay question. (2-3 sentences)


	Present the problem the stems from the situation.  The problem usually involves having to choose between two options. (1-2 sentences)


	State your position or opinion about the situation and the problem.  In other words, choose one option.  (1 sentence)



Body Paragraph 1

	Topic Sentence: Provide your first reason to support your position or opinion.  (1 sentence)

	Explanation #1 (3-4 sentences)

· Example sentence(s) +

· Explanation sentence(s)


	Explanation # 2 (same as above)



	Explanation # 3 (not always necessary, but same format as above)



	Closing: sum up the main points of your paragraph and provide a transition to the next paragraph and reason.




Body Paragraph 2

	Topic Sentence: Provide your second reason to support your position or opinion.  (1 sentence)



	Explanation #1 (3-4 sentences)

· Example sentence(s) +

· Explanation sentence(s)


	Explanation # 2 (same as above)



	Explanation # 3 (not always necessary, but same format as above)



	Closing: sum up the main points of your paragraph.




Conclusion

	Topic Sentence:  Return to the situation, problem and your position from the introduction.  Combine this information in one or two sentences. (1-2 sentences)



	Summarize your reasons. (2-3 sentences)



	Close with a confident statement about the positive results of accepting your position or opinion. (1-2 sentences)




