The Good Son Screening Report 

Please type your responses to each topic using your film logs and study guides as reference.  Each response must be in the form of a substantial paragraph (minimum 10 sentences).  Your entire screening report sheet must be a minimum of two pages.

 

Name: ______________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________

Film Title: ______________________________________________________________

Director(s):  _____________________________________________________________

Number of Viewings: ________

1. What was your immediate reaction to the movie?

Check one:


 _______
very favorable 

_______
favorable

_______
mediocre

_______
unfavorable

_______
uncertain

 

2. What was your emotional response after first viewing? Is this a “good” film? What criteria did you use to make your decision? What would you change to make it a better film? 

3. What is the purpose/aim/meaning of film as you see it immediately after the viewing?  What ideas does the movie communicate?

4. Analyze the following technical/cinematic qualities.  Discuss one or two specific aspects under each heading using complete sentences.   You should have a substantial paragraph for each topic.  Avoid sweeping generalities!



a. Narration:  In addition to discussing important aspects of the film's story, dramatic appeal, motivation, closure, and point of view, respond to the following questions:

· Describe and discuss symbolism you see in the movie.
· What genre is this film—why?
· How do you feel about the end of the movie?


b. Sound (music, dialogue, silence, language, narrator, sound effects)



c. Photography (focus, frame, angle, locale/organization of space, sets, lighting)


d. Editing (order, cuts, duration, rhythm, continuity, montage, motifs)



c. Other:  In addition to discussing important aspects of the film's acting, costumes, social, racial and cultural codes, stylistic devices, genre expectations, historical context for years around film, gender assignments, etc., respond to the following questions:

· Could we call the idea of “the good son” an archetype (a shared, inherited, universal idea)? Describe what this archetype could be. How is this archetype manifested in this film?
· Explain how the archetype of “the good son” makes “the good son” from this movie frightening. 


5. How does the film  "make its case"? (for example: by emotional appeal, alienation  effect, manipulation of point-of-view, documentary authority,  symbolism, race/gender assignments etc. Give examples!)
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