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Tagline:  Does for rock and roll what "The Sound of Music" did for hills. 

 In 1982 legendary British heavy metal band Spinal Tap attempt an American comeback tour accompanied by a fan who is also a film-maker. The resulting documentary, interspersed with powerful performances of Tap's pivotal music and profound lyrics, candidly follows a rock group heading towards crisis, culminating in the infamous affair of the eighteen-inch-high Stonehenge stage prop.
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Study Guide

Note:  This will count as a major assignment, so please respond to the following questions in paragraph form.  Unless otherwise noted (as in questions 1 and 2), each response must be at least five complete sentences.  Your responses should be clear and specific, using examples from the VH1 Behind the Music – Motley Crue, SNL – The Best of Christopher Walken and This is Spinal Tap
1. In a well-organized support paragraph (at least 10 sentences), show how the producers of VH1 Behind the Music – Motley Crue use documentary techniques to illustrate the band’s lifestyle.  Support your discussion with specific examples from the show and refer to specific documentary techniques.  

2. In a well-organized support paragraph (at least 10 sentences), show how the SNL – The Best of Christopher Walken “More Cowbell” sketch uses elements of comedy.  Support your discussion with specific examples from the sketch and refer to specific comedic techniques (use the comedy sheet as a guide).  

3. This is Spinal Tap documented a fictitious heavy metal group's tour with such authenticity that some people believed Spinal Tap was a real group.  What specific details in the movie make Spinal Tap appear to be a real group?

4. Think about the documentaries that you have seen in theatres and on TV. What are their common features? What features of documentary film making does the mockumentary This is Spinal Tap include?  Provide specific examples.


5. How does the opening scene create a framework for the “documentary” and set the tone of a movie based on real events rather than a constructed story?

6. Note scenes in the movie seem improvised rather than scripted.  How does this contribute to the feeling of a real documentary?

7. A standard method of recording a scene in a feature movie is to begin with a 'master' shot, which includes the entire setting and actors. The cinematographer sets the lights and the camera for the master shot, rehearses it with stand-ins, then with actors, and records as many takes of the scene as the director deems necessary. Then the actors leave the set until the cinematographer has re-set the lights and cameras for the one-shots and two-shots that will be inserted into the master by the editor.  How would this technique change if much of the action were improvised?  Find examples.

8. A frequent device used in documentaries is the insert, where a relevant image or clip is inserted by the editor to illustrate a point being made by a person being interviewed.  How is this technique used in This is Spinal Tap?

9. One common strategy used in parody and by improvisational actors who have to invent characters, dialogue and movement all at once is to base their characters upon stereotypes. This allows them to create dialogue and actions within a predictable framework of conditions which include subject matter, dialect, and attitude.  Which characters are stereotypes?  What traits create the stereotypes? Are there any other stereotypical elements in the film such as places, situations, props?

10. What exactly is This is Spinal Tap parodying, and how does it accomplish this task?  Explain.
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