Contemporary Film & Novel

Screening Report Sheet –

Memento
Please type your responses to each topic using your film logs and study guides as reference.  Each response must be in the form of a substantial paragraph (minimum 10 sentences).  

 

Name: ______________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________

Film Title: ______________________________________________________________

Director(s):  _____________________________________________________________

Number of Viewings: ________

1. What was your immediate reaction to the movie?

Check one:


 _______
very favorable 

_______
favorable

_______
mediocre

_______
unfavorable

_______
uncertain

 

2. What was your emotional response after first viewing?

 

3. What is the purpose/aim/meaning of film as you see it immediately after the viewing?

 

4. Analyze the following technical/cinematic qualities.  Discuss one or two specific aspects under each heading using complete sentences.   You should have a substantial paragraph (10 sentences) for each topic.  Avoid sweeping generalities!

· Narration: Comment on the use of Leonard was a narrator.  Keeping in mind his disability, in what ways is he both a reliable and an unreliable narrator?   How does this film examine the issue of Memories vs. Instinct?


· Sound (music, dialogue, silence, language, narrator, sound effects)


· Photography (focus, frame, angle, locale/organization of space, sets, lighting) In addition to other techniques you noticed, comment on the difference between the black and white scenes and the color scenes.  What purpose do the black and white scenes serve?

· Editing (order, cuts, duration, rhythm, continuity, montage, motifs) How are the scenes ordered? What would happen if the film were presented in chronological order?  How does the director’s choice of this unusual structure help enhance the meaning of the film? 



· Other (acting, costumes, social, racial and cultural codes, stylistic devices, genre-  expectations, historical context for years around film, gender  assignments etc. )
5. Write a substantial paragraph (minimum 250 words) in which you show how the narrative structure in Memento is used effectively to examine the issue of memory and truth.  In addition to discussing the specific structure of the film, you should also focus on character development and motivation, and specific plot techniques such as foreshadowing, suspense, and cause and effect.  Use specific examples from the film to make your points.
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