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How to Keep a Dialectical Literature or Film Log
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· As you read a novel or watch a movie, you should use your powers of observation to examine not only the plot, but also the various elements and techniques the filmmaker or the author employs to bring the work to life. 


· Using a dialectical journal is an effective way to note significant scenes and to then comment on them with your interpretations, analyses, connections, and questions.


· In the left hand column (Observations), you will note your observations.  If you’re watching a movie, you might write a very brief description of the scene.  If you are reading a novel, you might copy a quote or refer to a scene (always providing a page number for reference). This is the place to simply note what’s happening; not want it means.


·  In the right hand column (Comments/Reactions), you will then note your reactions – interpret meaning,, analyze recurring symbols or motifs, note character development, make predictions, guess at foreshadowing, explain the significance of camera angles, and so on.  If you have a study guide for the work, you can use to direct your observations and comments.  This is not the place to add more plot detail; you must go beyond plot.


· Below is a model of a Dialectical Literature or Film Log.  Notice that the first entry in the Observations column should include the title of the work and the name of the author or director.  For movies, you should note the scene name (a scene lists will be provided prior to each screening), and for novels you should note the page number.


· I will collect these logs for evaluation (with and without notice), and they will serve as a basis for the formal papers you will write, so it is essential that you are both thorough and consistent in keeping them. 

Sample Dialectical Literature Log

	Observations
	Comments/Reactions

	The Body – Stephen King/ Chapter 1 (p. 293)

“I was twelve going on thirteen when I saw a dead human being.  It happened in 1960, a long time ago…although sometimes it doesn’t seem that long to me.  Especially on the nights I wake up from dreams where the hail falls into his open eyes.”

__________________________________________


	This is a short first chapter written in italics.  It is clear that is separate from the story to come, because of the way the author sets it off in italics.  The last paragraph lets the reader understand that the narrator is about to tell a story about something that happened to him when he was much younger, but it’s obvious that this event is still very much with him.  Seeing a dead body for the first time must have been very traumatic if he still sees it in his dreams and feels almost as if it happened yesterday.

Maybe this is going to be some kind of adventure or horror story.

___________________________________________


