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The Silence of the Lambs Discussion Questions

Please answer the following questions in paragraph form (at least 5 sentences for each response).  Use specific examples from the film to support and illustrate your responses.

1. What was your emotional response to the film after you finished watching it?  What specific cinematic techniques did Jonathan Demme use to help evoke this response?


2. Why does Hannibal Lecter capture our interest so strongly? What qualities of his character are so intriguing?

3. This film suggests that the question of evil is complex in connection with individuals like Jame Gumb. Do you believe that any societal or personal factors can explain such monstrous evil? What explanations might be made for Lecter?

4. In what ways does Starling have to deal with sexism and prejudice because she is a woman in a traditionally male world?

5. How does the film create, in Jodie Foster's words, an "incredibly strong feminist hero" as well as an even stronger statement about the various forms of female victimization in our society?

6. Why does Lecter talk to Starling? What about her character appeals to him? And why does he tell her he has no plans to call on her, "the world being more interesting with you in it"?

7. How does the character of Dr. Chilton come to stand for male arrogance and incompetence?

8. How does Clarice Starling's empathy serve her better than the technology of the law enforcement agencies tracking Gumb? What clues does she discover that male agents might have missed?

9. How does The Silence of the Lambs examine the point of view of the obsessive psychopath?  What sheds some light on the inner workings of Jame Gumb?  How does the film use the collector motif as a symbol?



10. Choose one scene from the film that you thought was especially effective.  Explain why it was effective, concentrating on such components as sound, camerawork, lighting, effects, acting, etc.
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