Contemporary Film & Novel

Screening Report Sheet –

Goodfellas
Please type your responses to each topic using your film logs and study guides as reference.  Each response must be in the form of a substantial paragraph, following the minimum sentence guidelines after each question. You will be evaluated using the screening report rubric.

 

Name: ______________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________

Film Title: ______________________________________________________________

Director(s):  _____________________________________________________________

Number of Viewings: ________

1. What was your immediate reaction to the movie?

Check one:


 _______
very favorable 

_______
favorable

_______
mediocre

_______
unfavorable

_______
uncertain

 

2. What was your emotional response after first viewing?  Explain why (10 sentences)

 

3. What is the purpose/aim/meaning of film as you see it immediately after the viewing?  Does the film have a conventional plot? Is Scorsese's aim to tell a story or to reveal a way of life? (10 sentences)


 

4. Analyze the following technical/cinematic qualities.  Discuss one or two specific aspects under each lettered heading using complete sentences.   You should have a substantial paragraph (10 sentences) for each topic.  Avoid sweeping generalities!

A. Narration - What is the purpose of Henry’s narration throughout the film?  Why does the director include Karen’s narration as well? (10 sentences)
B. Sound - How is sound used to comment on the action that takes place on the screen? In addition to commenting on dialogue, silence, language, narrator, and sound effects, note the use of music.  How are songs used to comment on the action that takes place on the screen?  Make sure you provide several specific examples to support your response. (10 sentences)

C. Photography/Editing - In addition to discussing important aspects of order, cuts, duration, rhythm, continuity, montage, and motifs, discuss the following questions. (5 sentences/bulleted question)


· The film's opening sequence is followed by a flashback, beginning with Henry Hill saying longingly "I always wanted to be a gangster." How does what is going on in the car comment ironically on this boyhood yearning? (5 sentences)

· Why does Scorsese choose to show the airport robbery and to focus on the planning and the aftermath instead? How does the choice set the film apart from other Hollywood action films? (5 sentences)

· How does Scorsese use freeze frames to divide the film into episodes? How does Scorcese use the camera to create mood in various scenes? (5 sentences)
  


D. Other – In addition to discussing important aspects of acting, costumes, social, racial and cultural codes, stylistic devices, genre expectations, historical context for years around film, gender assignments etc., respond to the following questions in complete sentences, using examples for support. (5 sentences/bulleted question)


· Why does Henry Hill want to be a gangster? How is being a gangster a way of living more fully (when compared to the life of his parents)? (5 sentences)

· How does his father's failure to achieve the American Dream destroy his relationship with his son? (5 sentences)

· What is it that makes Jimmy Conway (Di Niro) so glamorous role model? How do his clothes stand as a metaphor for his way of life? (5 sentences)

· What attracts Karen to Henry? Is her attraction plausible? Why is she so willing to defy her parents?

· How do Karen's thoughts on the wives of Henry's associates serve to draw some important class distinctions?

· How does Tommy embody the dark side of the gangster life? Why is he killed instead of "made"?

· How does becoming a government witness make Henry betray himself as well as Paulie and the others?
5. The film Goodfellas is based on the true story, Wiseguy by Nicholas Pileggi.  What techniques does the director use to give the movie the feeling of a true story? How does the film "make its case"? (for example: by emotional appeal, alienation  effect, manipulation of point-of-view, documentary authority,  symbolism, race/gender assignments etc. Give examples!) Write a minimum 250 words in response to both questions.
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