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Forms of Comedy in Film

Comedy comes in many forms, appearing in print and on the screen. A comedy film is a film laced with humor that seeks to provoke laughter from the audience. Along with drama, horror and science fiction, comedy is one of the largest genres of the medium Use the definitions below to identify the various kinds of comedy used in the screenings for this portion of the genres unit. 

	TERM
	GENERAL DEFINITION
	EXAMPLES

	Satire


	Satire is a literary technique of writing or art which principally ridicules its subject (individuals, organizations, states) often as an intended means of provoking or preventing change.

Humorous satires often base the humor on the juxtaposition between the satire and reality. The main intent of satire is political, social, or moral and not comic. The humor of such a satire tends to be subtle, using irony and deadpan humor liberally.


	

	Parody


	In contemporary usage, parody is a form of satire that imitates another work of art in order to ridicule it. Parody exists in all art media, including literature, music, and cinema .

Although the techniques of satire and parody often overlap, they are not synonymous. Satires need not be humorous - indeed, they are often tragic - while parodies are almost inevitably humorous. Parodies are imitative by definition, while satires need not be.

Aparody or spoof film is a comedy that satirizes other film genres or classic films. The five main conventions for this genre are: 

· Sarcasm 

· Huge stereotyping, e.g., the dumb blonde, the hardboiled detective 

· Mocking other films or scenes from serious movies 

· Violence with no consequence for characters' actions 

· Obvious meanings to characters' actions


	

	Burlesque


	Treating of a serious subject in a vulgar, slapstick manner; a literary or dramatic work that ridicules a subject either by presenting a solemn subject in an undignified style or an inconsequential subject in a dignified style.  

In film, this is often seen in gross-out films in which the producers aim to "gross out" their audience with disgusting and disturbing material, also known as "toilet" humor.

Gross-out films often feature jokes about feces, farting, snot, vomit and other bodily functions. 


	

	Slapstick


	Slapstick films are a type of comedy film that employ slapstick comedy with six main conventions: 

· Pain with no real consequence,

· Editing to turn a situation more unrealistic,

· Impossible situations

· Zooms to confuse the audience

· Off screen use, using sounds for impossible stunts and tension for audience anticipation.

	

	Stereotype


	A character who is so ordinary or unoriginal that the character seems like an oversimplified representation of a type, gender, class, or occupation; a composite treatment of a known type of character; a stock character.


	

	Verbal irony


	Character says one thing but means another.


	

	Sarcasm


	Verbal irony used to mock; a bitter taunt.


	

	Situational irony


	Discrepancy exists between what the audience expects and what really happens.


	

	Dramatic Irony


	Discrepancy exists between what a character knows and what other characters and the audience know.


	


